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Minutes – September 18, 2014 Communication Coordinators Meeting 

Dick Axt 
Michelle Babbie 
Crystal Barringer 
Jim Cichon 
Sharon Crowe 
Megan Dellecese 
 

Michael Finnerty 
Ken Ford 
Emily Gibson 
Paul Girsdansky 
Vicky Greenman 
Mary Lourdes Heaton 
 
 

Steve Inzer 
Crystal Keck 
Pat Lekki 
Hilda Moses 
Susan Palmieri 
Katie Parker 
Anne Reilly 
 

Susan Scheu 
Cindy Staley 
Terri Stile 
Amy Tallman 
Tanja Tamburino 
Karen Zaleski 
Helen Zyma 

Absent: Crystal Barringer, Crystal Keck, Ken Ford, Tanja Tamburino 

I. Tour of WCNY – this meeting was held at the WCNY Public Television Station in Syracuse.  
Members of the committee were given an insider’s tour of the facility by Debbie Stack.  Many 
thanks to Debbie for the tour and the hospitality. 

II. Welcome and Introductions - attendees introduced themselves and shared information 
about their upcoming year.  Pat shared that this is her tenth year at Oneida BOCES.  In 
general, there have been many staff changes in the districts, and several libraries are 
either partially staffed or staffed by library aides and teachers with little or no library 
background.  Pat and other members of the SLS staff, as well as Pat Lekki and the team 
from Library Automation, are working with schools to help support staff and programs 
as much as possible. 

III. Inter Library Loan – as a result of the many staff changes and upheavals in the libraries, some 
districts have requested that some individual libraries be removed from the list of schools 
available to loan materials.  Pat indicated that it would not be possible to actually remove the 
libraries from borrowing, but that we would ask schools to not make requests for the first part 
of the school year.  Pat will work with the districts affected to help staff members become 
acclimated to the lending process.   

IV. Vocabulary.com – the School Library System has purchased Vocabulary.com for all schools for 
this school year.  Vocabulary.com is produced by the same company that makes Visual 
Thesaurus, and links to Visual Thesaurus.  The SLS has been doing trainings, and will continue to 
offer trainings on the product.  So far it has been well received; librarians and teachers like the 
product very much. 

V. Virtual Reference Library – the digital resources committee made several recommendations for 
the collection.  The three World Book Digital Library eBooks have been dropped from the 



F: liaison/2014-2015/Minutes-C3Sept182014 
 

 

collection, and many new Gale titles have been added.  A list of all VRL resources was sent in 
July, but will be sent again.    

VI. Leatherstocking Conference– this year’s Leatherstocking Conference will be held October 28, at 
the Vernon Downs Hotel.  The brochures have just arrived from the printer at Madison BOCES, 
and will be sent to districts.  The conference is available for registration on My Learning Plan. 

VII. Mid York 2014 Regional Read – this year’s Regional Read will break with the previous model of 
one book to be read by the community, and instead features three books, based on age and 
reading level.  The program will celebrate local agriculture.  The three books chosen are “The 
Dirty Life,” by Kristin Kimball; “Potatoes on Rooftops,” by Hadley Dyer; and, “Tops and 
Bottoms,” by Janet Stevens.   

VIII. Leadership Conference – The School Library System provided scholarships to six 
participants from five districts, for attendance at this conference, which was held at Cornell 
University.  Sue Palmieri, Emily Gibson, Vicky Greenman and Cindy Staley reported to the group 
on the conference, and shared insights on what they had learned.   

IX. Vendor Presentation – Bob Bone and Ruthanne Vitagliano, from Capstone presented My 
ONReader, a library of digital titles available to schools for purchase. 
 


